Immigration Education and Advocacy in the US 

Leaders: Alex Burns ’21.5 and Olivia O’Brien ’21.5 

This project was inspired by the MAIt trip we attended in 2019 at a detention center in San 

Antonio, Texas assisting Central American asylum seekers in preparation for their credible fear 
interviews. As in-person work is not an option this year, we will collaborate remotely with the 
immigration advocacy organization, RAICES (the Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal 
Services) as well as potentially other more local immigration advocacy organizations. As part of the 
education component of this trip, we will attend ‘Learn y Lucha’ webinars and workshops led by RAICES 
team members to learn about pertinent and timely immigration issues, followed by group discussions 
and debriefs. We are also looking into collaborating with a pro bono lawyer to help conduct research for 
an asylum case. This trip will take place during J-term and thus will be fully remote. Some knowledge of 
Spanish is preferred but not mandatory. 


BLCKGRLMGC 

Leaders: Megan Job ’21 and Destini Armstrong ’21 

BLCKGRLMGC the MAIkt project will focus on creating a space specifically for young women of color in 
predominately white spaces. Over the past decades, there has been a push for young Black students to 
enter white academic spaces through foundations such as Posse, A Better Chance, and more. Many 
studies have found that when there is more diversity in the classroom, students and faculty tend to learn 
more. Although this is true, there are times when being a minority can be stressful and anxious. So, what 
happens when you're a double minority? A triple? This (virtual) MAIt project will touch on all topics 
young women of color have to go through at predominately white institutions from hook-up culture, to 
imposter syndrome, to managing natural hair. Join us! 


Environmental Conservation Amid the Pandemic 

Leaders: Qiting (Tina) Cai ’23 and Huiming (Sam) Liang ’22 

We will center our theme around understanding the impacts of COVID-19 has had on environmental 
conservation efforts across the country. We will invite NGOs/nonprofits that focus on different aspects of 
environmental protection/advocacy to share their perspectives on how their goals and work have shifted 
due to the pandemic. Potential organizations that we hope to reach out to include: Algalita, Heal the Bay, 
California Native Plant Society, US National Parks Service and more. We plan to have a variety of 
workshops and speaker series mainly during J-term. Community engagement activities may include 
helping NGOs with their potential projects or organizing a final guest speaker event virtually for the 
Middlebury community. 


